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	WHAT IS THE BLACK GROUSE?


The black grouse is usually found in a mosaic of upland habitats including moorland edge (with heather ad bilberry), rough grassland with trees (especially Scots pine and birch), shrubs and rushes, young plantations and hay meadows.  This striking black and white bird is perhaps best known for the communal displays, or leks, carried out at traditional sites by groups of males in the early morning, to establish a hierarchy.

	Where IS IT found in the uk?


The black grouse in widespread in Scotland, breeds in certain locations in northern England and is scattered in Wales.

	Why ARE THE BLACK GROUSE of 

	conservation importance?


The black grouse has declined considerably in England (and over much of Europe) over the last century.  It was formerly widespread in south-west England and in eastern England.  Populations in England only really remain in any numbers in northern England, from north Yorkshire to Cumbria.  Population are relatively stable in Scotland and Wales.  In Wales, after a considerable decline earlier this century ad extinction in many areas, the black grouse has recovered somewhat since the 1940s and has established itself in most of central and northern Wales largely through expansion into young conifer plantations.  In Scotland populations have shown fluctuations but are now relatively stable.  Recolonization has occurred in many areas with forestry and has led to population increases in some areas.  Loss of habitat, resulting in fragmentation of populations is a serious threat to this bird.  This bird has suffered a dramatic decline in its range nationally.  The British population has been estimated to be between 10,000 and 100,000 pairs (probably in the lower half of this range).

	the BLACK GROUSE in the durham area


	HOW HEALTHY ARE THE LOCAL POPULATIONS OF THE BLACK GROUSE?


Almost three quarters of the estimated English population of black grouse is found in the North Pennines in Durham and south-west Northumberland. However, their numbers had still halved since 1989. The numbers of birds in Durham is estimated at 60-100 pairs.

	HOW MUCH DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE BLACK GROUSE IN THE DURHAM AREA ?


The status of the black grouse in the Durham area is well known through survey work by local experts and through a recent major initiative set up to conserve the species.  The Upland Bird Study Group (part of Durham Bird Club) continues to coordinate yearly counts begun in 1987 at selected lekking sites to monitor the population in Durham.  Whilst only a small number of leks can be covered, these counts provide a valuable baseline against which to pick up any population fluctuations.  The North Pennines Black Grouse Recovery Project, set up under the direction of the Game Conservancy Trust and funded by the RSPB, English Nature and the Game Conservancy is undertaking a detailed research programme on which to base management prescriptions.  Demonstration plots are set up to show farmers and landowners at first hand how best to create and manage optimum habitat for the black grouse.

	WHERE HAS IT BEEN found IN THE DURHAM AREA?


The black grouse is a rare and localised bird occurring on high ground in the west of Durham, especially Teesdale and Weardale.  The Langdon Beck area is particularly notable.

	The BLACK GROUSE IS AT RISK FROM:


Increased sheep numbers, leading to overgrazing.  This has led to a reduction in area of heather and bilberry which are important food plants and a decline in the amount of nesting cover.

Intensification of framing has seriously affected many upland habitats used by the black grouse.  High densities of sheep have led to the destruction of scrub and moorland.  Agricultural subsidies have led to a widespread conversion of rough grazing to improved pasture through drainage, reseeding and the use of fertilizers.

Drainage of upland grazings has resulted in the loss of rushy pastures and damp flushes.  These are important chick habitats in the Pennines, providing both abundant invertebrate food and dense cover for young chicks.

Loss of scrubby woodland or its failure to regenerate, possibly due to increased sheep grazing, may result in high mortality during severe winters.  Black grouse feed on the buds, catkins, twigs and berries of several tree species in winter, especially when the ground vegetation is covered by snow.


Afforestation: the loss of moor and heathland to blanket conifer plantation reduces habitat diversity and may lead to its fragmentation.

The national decline in the management of uplands for red grouse (Lagopus lagopus) has led to a fall in the number of game keepers and a consequent rise in the numbers of predatory species.  This may be less important in the Northern Pennines, where management for red grouse has been maintained, than in other areas.  

	The BLACK GROUSE BENEFITS FROM:


Availability of suitable, undisturbed habitat for nesting.  The black grouse nests in shallow scrapes lined with grass or moss, usually concealed by rushes, bracken, bilberry or heather or by low braches.  Several females may nest in the area around a lekking site.  Eggs are laid from late April to early June.

Availability of suitable food sources all year round.  Food consists manly of pants but depends on seasonal availability.  In spring black grouse feed almost entirely on the flowering tips of cotton grass or the buds of conifers.  In summer and autumn bilberry and crowberry berries are eaten.  In winter the bird feeds on the shoots of heather and bilberry.  Black grouse have also been known to take grain from stock feed near lekking sites.  Chicks are fed mainly on invertebrates in their first few weeks.

Forestry plantations with open areas and a diverse age-structure.  Black grouse use young plantations and clear-felled areas with a well developed shrub layer that ncludes heather and bilberry.  Dense areas of forest are avoided.  Therefore it is important that suitable areas of habitat are preserved within or close to plantations.  These include keeping semi-natural areas of habitats within forests, keeping wide, unplanted corridors along river and stream margins, maintaining unplanted rocky outcrops and rides and encouraging the growth of bilberry and heather in clear-felled areas and young plantations.



	Important species for  the BLACK GROUSE



	Moorland edge (upland heathland and blanket bog)
	

	Upland marginal rough grazings with plenty of damp, rushy flush areas
	

	Upland herb-rich inbye pastures
	

	Upland haymeadow
	*

	Woodland (upland)
	**

	Coniferous plantation
	*

	Scrub
	
	
	


	OTHER HABITAT ACTION PLANS COVERING ISSUES RELEVANT TO THE BLACK GROUSE



	Upland waders
	*

	Nightjar
	*


N.B.
**    indicates action plan produced in 1998.

*      indicates action plan  produced in 1999.

	The BLACK GROUSE AND the LAW:


The black grouse is protected under the Game Acts (close season is between 11th December and 19th August), on Annex II of the EC Directive ad Appendix III of the Berne Convention.
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	tARGETS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE BLACK GROUSE IN the DURHAM AREA:



	
	
	DATE

	Target 1
	Halt and start to reverse the decline of the black grouse in Durham.


	2003

	Target 2
	Appropriately manage and improve existing black grouse sites to ensure continued use.


	ONGOING

	Target 3
	More accurately monitor the status of the black grouse in Durham.


	ONGOING

	Target 4
	Improve degraded habitat around all existing black grouse populations to encourage population expansion.


	ONGOING

	Target 5
	Recreate suitable habitat at appropriate sites in the former range of the black grouse and reintroduce birds to these sites by translocation from the nearest stable population.


	2008

	CONTACTS


Durham Bird Club

Durham Upland Bird Study Group

Farming and Rural Conservation Agency

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

	GUIDE TO ABBREVIATIONS USED IN ACTIONS CHART OVERLEAF



	BTO
	British Trust for Ornithology

	DBC
	Durham Bird Club

	DWT
	Durham Wildlife Trust

	DUBSG
	Durham Upland Bird Study Group

	FRCA
	Farming and Rural Conservation Agency

	FWAG
	Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

	LA21
	Local Agenda 21

	LAs
	Local Authorities

	MAFF
	Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds


	BLACK GROUSE ACTIONS



	ACTION


	DATE
	POSSIBLE PARTNERS


	MEETS TARGET NO.

	POLICY AND LEGISLATION

	
	
	

	1. Ensure that Countryside Stewardship and ESA (or any future agri-environment scheme) provide incentives for the provision of suitable habitat and management for black grouse and other upland birds of conservation importance.  Ensure that targets for black grouse are incorporated into Countryside Stewardship and ESA. 
	2003
	MAFF, FRCA
	1,2

	2. Discourage the disturbance or inappropriate development of any key sites for black grouse.  Liaise with planning authorities and landowners.
	ONGOING
	DWT, DBC, LAs
	1,2

	SPECIES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION

	
	
	

	None
	
	
	

	SITE SAFEGUARD AND MANAGEMENT

	
	
	

	3. Protect key sites, where appropriate, through designation as second tier Wildlife Sites and list in strategic planning documents.
	2003
	DWT, EN, LAs, RSPB
	1,2

	RESEARCH AND MONITORING


	
	
	

	4. Monitor and document the status of the black grouse through the work of DBC, BTO and DUBSG through special surveys and ringing data.
	ONGOING
	BTO, DBC, DUBSG
	3

	ADVISORY


	
	
	

	5. Work in partnership with other agencies to advise agricultural land managers on how to maintain sites for the black grouse.
	2003
	BTO, DBC, FRCA, FWAG, MAFF, RSPB
	1

	6. Alert land-managers to the availability of grants, such as Countryside Stewardship and of contact numbers of key partners/specialists.  Advertise grant-aid opportunities in any advisory information.
	2003
	FRCA, FWAG, MAFF
	1

	COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICITY


	
	
	

	7. Use the black grouse as a “flagship  species to raise awareness of upland bird conservation>
	ONGOING
	DBC, DWT, FWAG, LA21, RSPB
	1
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